@oo1 -

+++ ENVIRO

02/16/98 TUE 13:41 FAX 2184739245

" AMOCO REMEDIATION

53 4NNVIID 995

[e1opay 131

0JJ [eIUSTTUO]

3O SpPUBSNOY1 P3ISA0ISIP SIole[nIax
Se s1eaf usass LH>usFV UoRSe;

-Je £

0

5 3 9’*5@“2’3‘ 8970 30 g e '
SoEpEdREEiaEits, S3FR € v r~
e EdHREMAc 3o = 5. @, _
BoasEooErEe tRERY S 530 e
ggraEHRBe Ry By 8928 (‘D (D '
BEESBYoubad oaHA 2oz € D O
AFRoRFSIRdE sEEE | 888 B o5
pafg 3i8EE: Ble 39 o’“gz’.g p—uw
SP8E SE8qFE BEilhs EnCp . 3

(o d [o4 .
S35, pEpREE izt (i3 SL D8 Q=
pige il e 2 B g
2oBf ZEEESS A9 (E5 T EET e e ()
E"r:gnﬁ.g'-g';,.-aﬂ EESE_- s8 $9069 m ” _
gigd PESESR zass 3¢ 53-;@ &
srEf gdiige hBs N BEES >3
nif% fds,dg FEsE & gTE -
S8 B B5ohzs Biss £ 5 b .
i;'s;'g'é-‘ég,.%g' EdeE 28
38 o ERERERsgEN FELON U

Cleanup
Continued from F-t

gallons of toxic substancés had been dumped into
the soil between 1955 and 1990, when the firm was

a chemical recycler. The company is no longer in the
- recycling business. '

The EPA originally ordered the firms responsible.
for sending the chemicals to Griffith to pay for the
excavation and incineration of the contaminated
earth. _ . ’ ,

But preliminary testing showed such digging and
incineration would have. posed a threat to the
heavy-equipment operators and others working on
the job, said Keévin Adler, EPA project manager for
the American Chemical Superfund site. The work-

- ers’likely would have been exposed to dangerous

amounts of toxic chemicals if the egrth was dis-
turbed and burned, the tests suggested. :
In addition, the preliminary tests showed the
cleanup plan would have cost $200 million, far more
_than any of the polluters said they were able to pay.

“Since then, we've been trying to come to terms,”’

Adler said from the EPA’s Chicago office.
The new deal, which calls for installing a 25-foot-

deep underground barrier and building a massive
concrete .cap over the surface, would cost at Jeast
. $20 million, Adler said. Those cdsts must be paid by
the firms that helped pollute the ground by sending
chemicals there for recycling, sorme of which already
have contributed millions to a cleamup fund.
The barrier, which is designed to prevent contam-
.inants from bleeding into the water supply and mov-

ing farther afield, was installed last summer. Special

devices also will be sunlk to capture pollutants and
release bacteria that eat toxic substances and ren-
der them harmless, Adler said. '
But what remains to be decided is how large the
cap will be and whether it will force American
Chemicals to relocate any of its buildings, Adler in-
dicated. ¢ : ' :
The purpose of the cap is to prevent rainwater
_and melted snow from trickling down into the cont-
aminated ground and further polluting the water
table, . .
“What we are trying to do is let them continue to
operate at the property,” Adler said. “The.cap will
. be configured in and around the buildings. It'll be

tough” - V]
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